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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET 
Australian Trans and Gender Diverse Sexual Health Survey 

 
Before you decide whether or not you wish to participate in this study, it is important for you to understand why the 
research is being done and what it will involve. Please take the time to read the following information carefully and 

discuss it with others if you wish. 

What is this research project about?  
You are invited to participate in a research study exploring the sexual health and well-being of trans and gender diverse 
people in Australia. There is very little information available on the sexual lives of trans and gender diverse people in Australia, 
which affects our ability to deliver services, provide outreach, and support the health and satisfaction of this population. The 
responses you provide will be used to work towards more comprehensive and appropriate service delivery, counselling, 
support and advocacy. 
 

Who is conducting this research? 
This study is coordinated by the Kirby Insitute for Infection and Immunity in Society (UNSW Sydney). The study investigators 
are Dr Denton Callander, Mr Teddy Cook, Ms Shoshana Rosenberg, Mr Jeremy Wiggins, Ms Liz Duck-Chong, Professor Martin 
Holt, Dr Emanuel Vhalakis and Dr Vincent Cornelisse.  
 
Who is invited to participate in this project?  
This project is restricted to people aged 16 years and older who live in Australia and identify as trans or gender diverse.  

What will participation involve?  
Participantion in this project is entirely voluntary. If you do not want to take part, you do not have to.  
 
If you decide to take part, you will be asked to complete a confidential online survey, which should take around 15 minutes. 
The survey will ask questions about your sexual and romantic experiences, HIV and other STIs, experiences in various health 
services, and details about your gender including gender affirming processes. This survey also includes some items on sexual 
violence, which you can choose to skip if you’d prefer.  
 
No information you provide can be linked to you personally and participant responses will be treated with the utmost 
confidentiality. During the survey you will be asked to provide details like your month of birth, which will be used to generate 
a unique by anonymous identifier for your responses. It will not be possible for anyone to identify you from this process.  
 

Are there any risks or benefits associated with being in the study? 
In general, there are few risks involved with taking part in this study. It is possible, however, that reflecting on previous 
sexual and romantic experiences – including those related to sexual vioelence – could cause feelings of stress or anxiety. 
Please know that you are able to discontinue participation at any time or skip questions that you would prefer not to 
answer.  
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If at any point during the survey you feel the need to speak with someone, you can click the ‘I need to talk’ button located at 
the top of your screen. Clicking this button will open a list of LGBTQI-friendly counselling resources, which are available free 
of charge. 
 
You can also contact these services after you complete the survey via the details provided here:  

• QLife 
▪ 1800 184 527 (available 24/7) 

• Life Line 
▪ 13 11 14 (available 24/7) 

• Helpline (for young people)  
▪ 1800 55 1800 (available 24/7) 

• The Gender Centre 
▪ 02 9569 2366 (available during the day)  

• Suicide Call Back Line 
▪ 1300 659 467 (available 24/7)  

  
What are the possible benefits of this study? 
We do not expect participation in this study to benefit you personally, although you will be given a chance to enter a raffle 
for a Visa Giftcard. More generally, the findings of this study will be used to improve the way in which sexual health and 
well-being are addressed for trans and gender diverse people in Australia. Such improvements could include the way in 
which sexual health care is delivered, how we conceive of gender affirming processes relative to sex and romance, and the 
delivery of appropriate sexual health education.  
 
What if I want to withdraw from the research study? 
As mentioned, participation in this study is completely voluntary. You may choose to withdraw at any time simply by closing 
the questionnaire, which will not affect your relationship with UNSW Sydney or any of this study’s partners.  
 
If you withdraw from the research we will destroy any information that has already been collected. Once you have submitted 
the questionnaire however, we will not be able to withdraw your responses as the questionnaire is anonymous. 
 
What happens with information about me? 
Completing the survey is an indication of your consent. We will use the information you provide to undertake a number of 
analyses relevant to the sexual health and well-being of trans and gender diverse people, including as part of academic 
presentations, publications and reports. In any of these, information will be presented in such a way that it will not be possible 
to identify any participants.  
 
The findings of this project will be posted on the study website and availbe for download as part of a short report. We will 
also share these findings with organisations that are involved with the health and well-being of trans and gender diverse 
people.  
 
How will I learn about this project’s findings?  
A short report will be produced and published to the study website (www.tgdsexualhealth.com.au). You are also free to email 
the study investigators to obtain a copy or ask for more detail about the project outcomes.  
 

What should I do if I want to discuss this study further before I decide? 
If you have any questions, please feel free to ask us. If you have any additional questions later, you can contact Dr Denton 
Callander by email (d.callander@unsw.edu.au).  
 
Who should I contact if I have concerns about the conduct of this study? 
This study has been approved by the University of New South Wales Human Research Ethics Committee. Any person with 
concerns or complaints about the conduct of this study should contact the Human Research Ethics Coordinator at + 61 2 
9385 6222 or humanethics@unsw.edu.au and quote reference number HC180613. 

 
Thank you for taking the time to consider this study. 

http://www.tgdsexualhealth.com.au/
mailto:d.callander@unsw.edu.au
mailto:humanethics@unsw.edu.au

